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S  E  XI  ii  O  N 


“  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards 
men. — Lxjke  ii.  14. 

These  are  the  words  sung  by  the  blessed  angels  at  the  birth  of  our 
Redeemer,  and  they  are  words  eminently  adapted  to  express  the  feel¬ 
ings  called  forth  by  the  peculiar  interests  of  this  day.  It  is  a  happy 
circumstance,  that  we  have  been  enabled  to  connect  the  opening  of  .  | 
our  new  Church,  with  the  festival  of  the  Xativity  of  Him  to  whose 
honor  and  glory  it  is  henceforward  to  be  set  apart.  It  was  in  con¬ 
junction  with  the  feast  of  Tabernacles,  that  Solomon  dedicated  the  ! 
temple  erected  to  the  worship  of  the  Almighty  in  Jerusalem.  It  was  : 
at  the  feast  of  Tabernacles  that  the  Jews  solemnized  the  re-establish¬ 
ment  of  the  altar  in  the  holy  city,  after  their  return  from  the  Baby¬ 
lonian  exile.  And  it  was  at  a  feast  observed  in  imitation  of  the  j 
feast  of  Tabernacles,  that  Judas  Maccabseus  celebrated  the  restora¬ 
tion  of  the  pure  worship  of  Jehovah  in  the  temple,  after  the  expulsion  ; 
of  the  Syrians.  And  now,  in  humble  likeness  to  these  events,  as 
we  may  fondly  retlect,  it  is  our  privilege  to  take  possession  of  this 
house,  intended  for  the  worship  of  the  Most  High,  on  the  day  which 
has  succeeded  to  that  ancient  festival  of  the  Jews,  and  which  com¬ 
memorates  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God  to  be  the  Redeemer  of  j 
mankind.  It  is  a  happy  coincidence,  that  our  first  services  in 
this  building  have  at  once  steeped  and  hallowed  it.  as  it  were,  in 
I  the  recollections  of  the  glorious  mystery  of  the  Incarnation,  which 
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name  it  is  to  bear.  The  ascription  with  which  we  would  hail  the 
birth  of  our  Saviour  into  the  world  He  has  redeemed,  this  then  be 
the  language  with  which  we  would  devote  now  and  perpetually  to 
His  service,  this  beautiful  sanctuary  He  has  given  us: — “Glory  to 
God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good  will  towards  men  !” 

There  are  two  object s  contemplated  in  this  hymn  of  the  angels,  as 
set  forth  in  the  birth  of  our  Redeemer — the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
reconciliation  and  happiness  of  men.  There  has  been  no  other  event 
in  the  history  of  our  world,  and  we  cannot  imagine  there  has  been 
any  other  in  the  history  of  the  universe,  which  has  so  redounded  to 
the  glory  of  Almighty  God,  as  this  of  the  Incarnation  of  His  only 
begotten  Son.  The  length  and  breadth,  and  depth  and  height,  of 
what  was  contained  within  the  Divine  power  and  will,  surely  never 
wras  known  to  the  angels  themselves,  until  they  learned  it  from  the 
mystery  of  Bethlehem.  Then  did  it  please  God  to  reveal  to  them 
the  ineffable  fulness  of  llis  truth,  His  holiness,  His  wisdom,  His 
compassion  and  His  love.  Then  did  He  show  them  the  most  op¬ 
posite  attributes  of  His  nature,  all  exercised  in  the  highest  degree, 
without  mutual  interference — the  unlimited  scope  given  to  one,  only 
rendering  the  exhibition  of  every  other  more  perfect  and  more  tri¬ 
umphant.  And  ever  since,  as  we  are  taught,  the  worship  of  cheru¬ 
bim  and  seraphim  has  consisted  in  recounting  the  wonder  of  Re¬ 
demption,  as  the  first  and  grandest  manifestation  of  both  the  love 
and  the  righteousness  of  God.  In  the  revelations  of  St.  John, 
he  beheld  magnifying  the  Lamb,  and  declaring  the  unspeakable 
riches  of  His  grace,  not  the  redeemed  only,  but  the  ten  thousand 
times  ten  thousand,  and  thousands  of  thousands  of  the  angels  like¬ 
wise  ;  whom  he  heard  saying  with  a  loud  voice,  “  Worthy  is  the  i 
Lamb  that  was  slain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and 
strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing  !”  ISTor  was  it  angels 
and  men  only,  but  every  creature  throughout  the  universe  —  in 
heaven,  and  on  the  earth,  and  under  the  earth,  and  in  the  sea — all  swell¬ 
ing  the  rapturous  chorus,  of  “  Blessing,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and 
power,  unto  Him  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb, 
for  ever  and  ever  !” 
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And  as  the  birth  of  our  Redeemer  displayed  the  glory  of  Ctod,  so 
did  it  bring  peace  and  blessedness  to  mankind.  “God  sent  not  Ilis  j 
Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world  through 
Him  might  be  saved.”  He  sent  Him  to  free  us  from  all  the  incal¬ 
culable  evil  which  sin  has  infused  into  our  nature  ;  from  all  the  in¬ 
tolerable  burdens  it  has  laid  upon  so  many  consciences  ;  from  the 
dominion  of  Satan,  and  from  the  curse  of  everlasting  death.  He  sent 
Him  to  bid  the  cherubim  sheathe  the  flaming  sword  at  the  entrance 
of  paradise,  and  to  conduct  us  in  to  eat  at  last  of  that  tree  of  life, 
whose  “  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.”  Xo  wonder  that 
those  blessed  creatures  sang  sweet  hymns  of  congratulation  to  our 
stricken  earth,  where  their  oflice  was  changed,  and  they  were  sent  forth 
to  minister  for  them  who  should  be  heirs  of  salvation.  “  There  is 
now  no  condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus.”  From 
the  manger  of  Bethlehem,  and  from  the  cross  upon  Calvary,  there 
goes  forth  the  proffer  of  forgiveness  to  every  soul  that  has  committed 
sin.  All  who  are  alienated  and  enemies  in  their  mind  by  wicked 
works,  are  invited  to  be  reconciled,  in  the  body  of  Christ’s  flesh, 
that  they  may  be  presented  holy,  unblamable  and  unreprovable  in 
His  sight.  The  gift  of  Christ  is  intended  to  admit  us  to  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  everything  within  the  power  of  His  boundless  compassion 
to  bestow.  In  sparing  not  His  own  Son,  but  delivering  Him  for  us 
all,  God  meant  to  certify  His  will,  freely  to  give  us  all  things  that 
can  elevate  our  condition  in  time  and  in  eternity.  lie  has  made  ! 
Him  to  be  unto  us  “wisdom,  and  righteousness,  and  sanctification, 
and  redemption  ;”  that,  accepting  His  doctrine,  following  Ilis  exam¬ 
ple,  trusting  in  His  merits,  losing  ourselves  by  faith  in  His  person, 
we  should  never  behold  the  countenance  of  an  angry  Judge,  nor  be 
disregarded  when  we  sue  for  grace  to  help  us  in  our  need. 

And  these  same  two  objects  are  those  we  are  to  have  in  view,  in 
the  uses  to  which  we  are  to  dedicate  this  building,  to-day,  in  God’s 
good  providence,  thrown  open  for  religious  services.  Happy  will  it 
be,  if  its  walls  ever  reverberate  to  the  double  purpose  presented  to  us 
in  the  angelic  song.  Primarily,  we  have  here  a  building  to  be  kept 
perpetually  sacred  to  the  Divine  glory.  The  honor  due  to  God,  holds 
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a  very  prominent  place  in  every  worthy  conception  ot  the  nature  of  a 
Christian  Church.  The  house  of  the  Lord,  as  its  name  signifies,  is 
not  a  house  erected  for  the  glorification  of  any  creature,  as  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  any  human  discovery,  or  as  a  meeting-place  of  any  earthly 
association  ;  hut  a  tabernacle  belonging  to  the  most  High  God,  and 
enshrining,  in  some  peculiar  sense,  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer.  It 
stands  amid  the  habitations  of  men  a  continual  witness  to  the  fact  of 
the  Divine  existence,  and  a  visible  memorial  of  the  Divine  covenant 
published  to  the  world  at  the  revelation  of  Jesus  Christ.  The 
words  which  issue  from  its  sacred  desk,  are  the  words  of  Him  Who 
rules  among  men,  and  of  Him  Who  alone  has  authority  in  Heaven 
and  in  earth  to  forgive  sin.  The  benediction  imparted  at  its  altar, 
and  the  holv  gifts  there  distributed  to  the  faithful,  proceed  from  that 
same  adorable  Being,  Who  alone  has  the  virtue  to  bless,  and  upon 
Whom  the  eyes  of  all  wait,  that  He  may  give  them  their  meat  in  due 
season.  The  prayers  and  the  pi aises,  the  confessions  of  penitence,  the 
cries  of  helplessness,  the  songs  of  thanksgiving,  which  are  heard  be¬ 
neath  its  roof,  are  all  offered  to  Him  upon  Whose  providence  the 
whole  world  is  dependent,  and  of  Whose  laws  every  sin  is  a  violation. 
All  the  glory  and  beauty  that  may  be  brought  to  adorn  it,  the  grace  of 
its  proportions,  the  richness  of  the  melodies  echoing  through  its 
arches,  are  designed  to  express  only  the  majesty  of  Him  to  Whom 
alone  belong  the  silver  and  the  gold,  and  Who  has  filled  His  heavenly 
temple  with  all  the  sweetest  harmonies  of  creation.  To  extend  the 
knowledge  of  God ,  as  He  is  manifested  in  His  Son ;  to  enable  His 
will  to  become  the  law,  and  IBs  grace  to  become  the  hope,  of  those 
who  are  following  their  own  will,  and  trusting  in  their  own  foolish  and 
terrible  delusions  ;  to  gain  to  the  Lord  disciples  and  representatives, 
who,  in  doing  good  throughout  the  world,  will  tell  of  Lb's  benevolence, 
and  be  the  exponents  of  IBs  mercy  ;  to  furnish  them  a  place  where, 

1  gathered  together,  He  may  be  in  the  midst  of  them,  drawing  their 
hearts,  one  and  all,  closer  to  Ilinrself,  and  a  place  whither  they  may 
resort,  whenever,  under  deep  convictions  of  their  dependence  upon 
Him,  they  would  invoke  His  aid,  entreat  His  pardon  or  praise  Him 
for  His  goodness  ; — these,  in  the  first  view  of  the  subject,  are  the  pur- 
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poses,  all  combining  in  the  one  great  purpose,  of  glorifying  God, 
which  are  contemplated  in  the  erection  of  every  Church. 

Accordingly,  we  shall  enter  this  sacred  edifice  with  right  feelings, 
only  when  we  think  of  itas  a  “ place  of  worship."1'  This  familiar  name 
for  the  Lord’s  house,  indicates  very  precisely  the  sentiments  and 
emotions  with  which  the  building  should  be  regarded.  It  is  not  only 
a  place  for  communicating  and  receiving  instruction  ;  nor  only  a 
place  for  spreading  out  our  wants  before  God,  for  confessing  our 
misdeeds  to  Him,  and  for  claiming  at  his  hands  the  priceless  benefits 
of  Redemption  ;  but,  above  all  this,  it  is  a  place  where  the  soul  comes 
to  bow  itself  down  before  Him,  to  render  Him  its  homage,  and  to  pay 
to  Him  its  vows.  “Honor  and  majesty,”  says  the  Psalmist,  “are 
before  Him  ;  strength  and  beauty  are  in  His  sanctuary.  Give  unto 
the  Lord,  O  ye  kindreds  of  the  people,  give  unto  the  Lord  glory  and 
strength.  Give  unto  the  Lord  the  glory  due  unto  Ilis  name  ;  bring 
an  offering,  and  come  into  His  courts.  O  worship  the  Lord  in  the 
beauty  of  holiness  :  fear  before  Him,  all  the  earth.”  Too  much  are 
we  inclined,  even  in  our  best  condition,  to  present  ourselves  before 
God  rather  as  recipients  than  as  givers,  and  rather  as  listeners  than 
as  worshippers — if  feeling  our  ignorance,  then  simply  as  hearers — if 
burdened  by  our  troubles,  then  only  as  petitioners  ;  as  though  the 
Lord’s  house  were,  first  of  all,  consecrated  to  ourselves ,  and  not,  prior 
to  every  other  view  of  it,  reared  to  the  honor  of  our  God.  There  is 
no  portion  of  the  customary  performances  in  this  building  but  what 
should  be  consciously  rendered  as  an  exercise  of  worship.  The  con¬ 
fessions,  the  prayers,  the  readings,  the  instructions,  all  may  and 
should  be  looked  upon  as  so  many  acts  of  solemn  homage,  due  from 
the  sinful  and  the  needy,  the  ignorant  and  the  sorrowful.  Hor  is 
there  a  poor  erring  creature  in  all  the  world,  who  may  not  prostrate 
himself  in  this  building,  a  worshipper  with  the  rest.  Ho  one  need 
wait  till  lie  has  been  instructed  :  he  may  offer  the  oblation  of  his  at¬ 
tentiveness  and  desire.  Ho  one  need  wait  till  he  has  enjoyed  the 
sweetness  of  consolation :  he  may  present  the  tribute  of  his  broken¬ 
ness  and  grief.  Let  every  one  bring  to  the  altar  whatever  he  can 
give,  and  lay  it  down  there— his  lamentations,  his  entreaties,  his 
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struggles,  or  his  yearnings — believing  that,  by  the  token  that  he  is 
called  to  offer  it  in  the  sanctuary,  mean  and  unworthy  as  he  knows  it, 
it  will  never  be  despised. 

And  so  will  the  services  of  the  earthly  temple  correspond  with 
those  which  are  performed  in  the  heavenly.  It  may  be,  that  those 
bright  ministers  around  the  throne  have  wants  which  they  ask  may 
be  supplied  ;  or  that  they  are  continually  receiving  new  instructions 
from  God  in  the  unsearchable  mysteries  of  His  grace  ;  but  the  single 
aspect  in  which  they  are  presented  to  our  view,  as,  casting  their 
crowns  before  the  throne,  they  rest  not  day  and  night,  saying  “Holy, 
holy,  holy,  Lord  God  Almighty  !”  is  that  of  worshippers.  Their  only 
act  is  the  ceaseless  prolongation  of  that  strain  with  which  the 
angels  saluted  the  birth  of  our  Redeemer,  of  “  Glory  to  God  in  the 
highest!” 

But  with  His  own  glory,  God  lias  also  bound  up  the  welfare  of  His 
creatures  ;  and  if  our  churches  are  intended  for  setting  forth  the  Di¬ 
vine  honor,  equally  is  it  their  object  to  administer  to  human  ivants.  j 
“Peace  on  earth,  good  will  toward  men,”  is  the  greeting  accorded  to 
every  one  who  enters  humbly  and  reverently  at  their  doors.  Every 
thing  done  in  them  is  designed  to  bring  the  worshipper  into  closer  | 
relations  to  Christ,  as  his  reconciling  Redeemer,  and  his  bountiful 
Lord.  The  words  of  inspiration  delivered  in  the  Lord’s  house,  are 
meant  to  render  every  one  who  hears  them,  “perfect,  thoroughly 
furnished  unto  all  good  works.”  The  rites  and  sacraments  observed 
there,  are  vehicles  for  expressing  the  pious  emotions  of  men’s  souls, 
and  channels  of  grace  for  their  spiritual  refreshment.  The  prayers 
which  are  there  offered,  are  put  up  for  all  the  multiform  wants  of  our 
humanity  ;  and  even  the  praises  and  the  thanksgivings  are  intended 
to  rebound  again  upon  our  hearts,  to  enlarge  our  capacities,  and  to  | 
elevate  our  feelings.  Here  does  the  Blessed  Master  fulfil  His  promise 
to  Ilis  followers,  that  where  two  or  three  are  gathered  together  in 
His  name,  there  He  will  be  in  the  midst  of  them,  to  grant  them  the 
knowledge  of  His  truth,  and  to  prepare  them  for  life  everlasting. 
Here  does  He  come  to  awaken  the  careless,  to  reprove  the  rebellious, 
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to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted,  to  strengthen  the  weak,  and  to  give 
to  all,  as  they  have  ability  to  receive  it,  that  blessing  of  peace  which 
lie  has  purchased  with  His  Blood. 

And  therefore  it  is  our  privilege  to  think  of  this  building  as  a  place 
whither  we  may  retire  from  the  tumults  and  cares  of  this  busy  and 
evil  world,  to  hold  communion  with  our  God.  We  may  think  of  it 
as  our  Father’s  house,  to  which,  week  after  week,  and  even  day 
after  day,  we  may  come  back  to  be  cheered  by  his  love,  and  instructed 
in  His  will.  We  may  think  of  it  as  a  shrine  enclosing  the  spirit 
and  presence  of  our  Saviour,  to  Whom  we  may  carry  all  our  bur¬ 
dens,  and  in  Whose  side  we  may  find  a  refuge  from  all  our  fears. 
None,  accordingly,  of  the  strifes  and  pursuits  of  the  outer  world 
should  be  allowed  to  mar  the  peacefulness  of  this  home.  Its  sermons 
should  never  degenerate  into  the  effusions  of  the  political  arena  ;  nor 
its  hymns  and  spiritual  songs  into  the  performances  of  a  carnal 
entertainment.  No  one,  coming  in  here,  should  be  compelled  to 
find  only  the  things  he  has  left  behind  him.  Every  thing  should  be 
kept  for  ever  sacred  to  the  deepest  needs  of  men’s  souls.  Rest  there 
should  be  for  the  weary  ;  holy  calm  and  soothing  for  the  penitent ; 
praise  for  the  thankful ;  truth  for  the  blind  and  the  misguided. 
The  influence,  not  of  the  world,  but  of  Jesus,  should  pervade  all  I 
that  is  done  here  ;  that  men  may  be  glad  to  turn  in  out  of  their  dis¬ 
tractions  and  their  follies,  and  then  may  go  forth  again  strengthened,  j 
corrected  and  comforted  for  their  duties  and  for  their  trials. 

And  as  a  building  for  the  creature’s  benefit,  as  well  as  for  the  honor 
of  his  Maker,  it  is  also  to  be  regarded  as  a  centre  of  holy  life  radiating 
out  in  every  direction  upon  mankind.  Its  object  is  to  do  a  mission¬ 
ary’s  work  in  the  midst  of  this  sinful  and  dying  world,  proclaiming 
to  all  who  can  be  gathered  within  its  walls,  and  to  all  whom  it  can 
reach  by  any  instrumentality  in  its  power,  the  converting  doctrines 
of  the  Gospel.  To  its  congregations  is  committed  more  than  the  ser¬ 
vice  of  adoration,  more  than  the  privilege  of  deriving  spiritual  ad¬ 
vantages  for  themselves.  This  goodly  edifice  must  stand  here  no 
monument  to  self.  It  is  to  be  the  scene  of  holy  labors,  bearing  in 
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living  actions  its  testimony  to  Him  Who  stretched  forth  His  gracious 
hands  to  rescue  the  ignorant  and  the  lost.  The  preachers  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  among  the  heathen,  should  feel  they  have  the  right  to  come  here 
for  prayers,  for  sympathy  and  for  aid.  Poor  creatures  destitute  of 
food,  and  outcast  upon  a  hard  and  hitter  world,  should  feel  that 
here  they  have  the  command  of  the  Lord  Himself  to  appeal  for  com- 
i  j  passion  and  for  bread.  True  will  be  the  worship  here,  and  rich 
will  be  the  blessings,  in  proportion  as  hearts  are  suffused  with  pity  ' 
for  a  brother’s  woe,  and  hands  are  at  work  to  administer  to  a  brother’s  ) 
welfare.  If  in  the  Lord’s  house  there  are  peculiar  opportunities  for  j 
praising  Him,  and  singular  advantages  for  obtaining  the  comforts  of 
Ilis  grace  ;  so  are  there  special  facilities  for  practicing  the  works  of 
■  Christian  benevolence  and  mercy,  and  for  walking  in  the  footsteps  of 
!  Him  Who  spent  His  life  in  doing  good. 

Here,  then,  my  brethren,  let  us  find  the  double  spirit  which  should 
actuate  us,  as  now,  among  the  offerings  to  the  new-born  Saviour  of 
the  world,  we  devote  our  Church  to  its  future  uses.  Many  and  in¬ 
tense  are  the  thoughts,  as  we  picture  generation  after  generation 
coming  here  to  worship  God  in  Christ,  and  to  receive  and  carry  away  j 
with  them  the  benedictions  of  Ilis  love.  How  often,  in  the  years  to  j 
come,  will  humble  and  grateful  souls  render  in  this  place  their  ador¬ 
ing  tribute  to  their  Lord  and  Saviour.  How  often  will  the  impeni¬ 
tent  be  aroused,  the  bowed  down  be  lifted  up,  the  dark  irradiated, 
the  heavy-burdened  eased.  Let  such  visions  of  the  future  incite  us 
to  the  prayer,  that  this  Church  may  indeed  be,  as  the  years  roll  on, 
the  resort  of  thousands  of  true  worshippers,  and  the  birth-place  and 
the  loved  home  of  thousands  of  Christian  hearts.  Oh,  my  brethren, 
give  it,  not  only  now,  but  ever  hereafter,  the  blessing  of  your  earnest 
invocations.  When  passing  it  in  the  street,  or  sitting  or  kneeling 
within  it  at  intervals  in  the  service,  sometimes  lift  up  a  prayer,  that 
more  and  more  it  may  fulfil  its  appointed  ends.  Pray  that  what  is 
spoken  from  this  pulpit,  may  be  ever  God’s  own  pure  and  saving 
word  ;  and  that  it  may  not  return  to  Him  void,  but  accomplish  that 
which  He  pleases,  and  prosper  in  the  thing  whereunto  He  sends  it. 
Pray  that  all  who  are  brought  to  yonder  Font,  may  be  sanctified  by 
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the  Holy  Ghost,  and  ever  remain  in  the  number  of  God’s  children  ; 
and  that  all  who  come  to  that  Holy  Table,  may  obtain  remission  of 
their  sins,  and  all  other  benefits  of  Christ’s  passion.  Think  of  the 
various  conditions  of  those  who  shall  lean  their  weight  against 
this  altar  rail.  Think  of  the  bridal  trains,  and  of  the  processions  of 
mourners,  that  shall  enter  at  that  door.  And  let  your  prayers  go 
up  to  Heaven  for  them  all,  that  a  benignant  Father  will  look  down 
upon  them  in  the  infinite  abundance  of  His  love  ;  that  lie  will  keep 
back  the  sinful  from  acts  of  profanity,  and  bestow  upon  all  whatever 
is  requisite  and  necessary,  as  w*ell  for  the  body  as  for  the  soul. 

And  you,  dear  brethren,  by  whose  gifts  and  efforts,  under  the  bless¬ 
ing  of  God,  this  Church  has  been  erected  ;  you  who  have  felt  it  alabor 
for  Christ,  and  have  looked  forward  to  its  completion  writh  desire  ; 
accept  the  congratulations  which  could  not  fail  to  be  extended  to  you  j 
this  day  from  many  hearts.  Long  may  you  live  to  see  your  works, 
your  liberality,  your  prayers,  rewarded.  Often  may  you  find  here 
refreshment  for  your  own  souls  ;  and  may  nothing  ever  arise  to  mar 
your  satisfaction  and  your  pleasure  in  what  you  have  so  freely  done. 

In  the  dwelling-place  of  God  beyond  this  world,  may  you  be  received 
as  worshippers  among  the  saints  and  angels,  of  Him  Whose  richest 
blessings  we  fervently  invoke  upon  your  heads. 

Much  yet  remains,  before  this  edifice  is  fairly  started  upon  its  pro¬ 
per  career.  Let  us  resolve  upon  its  accomplishment,  and  may  every 
one  who  enjoys  the  advantages  of  this  sanctuary,  feel  that  he  must 
have  a  part  in  the  completion  of  so  good  a  work.  And  now,  my 
brethren,  with  this  building,  let  us  present  to  Christ  our  Saviour,  the 
offering  of  ourselves.  May  He  make  of  our  hearts  temples  worthy  of 
His  occupation  ;  that  so  we  may  be  wrnrthy  of  the  privileges  to  which 
He  calls  us  beneath  this  roof,  and  worthy  of  a  place,  at  last,  in  His 
temple  in  the  heavens.  May  He  come  and  fill  us  with  His  pardoning, 
cleansing,  invigorating  power,  and  make  all  our  future  life  a  tribute 
of  unceasing  honor  to  His  name. 


